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Comrades : 

Upon the second re-union of Co. K, 25th Mass. Vols., with 
my whole heart and soul, I bid you all a cordial greeting and a 
Soldier's welcome ! 

No welcome can be more cordial than that which one old 
comrade gives to another. There is no grip of fraternity, no 
grip of brotherhood, though sanctioned by the custom of cen- 
turies, that expresses more warmly the real feeling of the heart, 
than that grip of ccnnradeship which each of us has given to 
the other, as we have met to-day around our old camp-records, 
calling up recollections of the past, — the history of duty per- 
formed, of noble results achieved, and keeping green in the 
heaxt the memory of those comrades who went out with us, 
but alas ! never returned, or returning, have since gone to that 
bourne from whence no traveller returns. 

OUR COMPAKT COMBADESHIP. 

There is no asseinbly of comrades so full of interest as that 
which groups those who enlisted together upon one imperish- 
able roll, who have stood together under the same line of fire, 
who have marched together in victory, retreated together in 
defeat, slept together under the same tents and in the same 
barracks, and. eaten rations together from the same camp- 
kettle. 

THE COMPANY ORGANIZATION, 

because it is the most local in its nature, and entwines 
around itself the strongest personal reminiscences, commands 
our first and our warmest love. 

In September, 18dl, as particles of steel are drawn in by the 
power of the magnet, the young and middle-aged men of 



"Worcester county were drawn by the magnet of patriotism into 
the ranks of Company K. In addition to the sons of our own 
county, three young men from Hatfield, in Hampshire county, 
and one from Chester, Conn., enlisted with us and rendered 
valuable service to our company and the country. 

In the movements of a great army, the company organization 
is almost overshadowed by the more widely proclaimed deeds 
of brigades, divisions, and army corps ; still we cherish a deep 
attachment for the company organization, because its little his- 
tory is full of the deeds of brave men, with whom for the time 
we are intimately associated ; and I fear not to say, that as an 
organization and individually, our beloved Company K can 
show a record of which no man who was ever connected with 
it need feel ashamed. Match, if you can, the coolness of the 
company when it moved forward from the line of battle at 
Roanoke Island, under the special and imperative order of 
Gen. Reno, or went into the woods as skirmishers near " Deep 
Gully," or stood the onslaught of the enemy at Drewry*s Bluff, 
refusing to run, and so shot down like dogs, or captured. 
Match, if you can, by deeds of generals or the leaders of regi- 
ments and companies, the undaunted heroism of little Johnny 
Lewis, who, grasping the colors of the 25th, bore them forward 
under a most scathing fire, at Cold Harbor, until shot down, 
pierced by bullets, he refiised to surrender the sacred colors 
until death released his grasp. To-day the blood of that hero 
of Company K consecrates the colors of the 25th regiment. 

Ah ! there was a time — the days following a battle — when 
scores of hearts ached to learn news from the company. When 
the newspapers contained columns of names of the dead and 
wounded, many a wife, mother, sister, father, and brother ran 
their eyes anxiously adown the lines, until they rested upon the 
little square telling the story of death and wounds for Com- 
pany K. 

On the eleventh day of September, 1861, 1 commenced re- 
cruiting for this company, to be joined to what was then 



designated the "Worcester County Regiment, which was formed 
under the urgent call of the Governor, with the expectation 
that it would be employed in the expedition then being fitted 
out by Gen. A. E. Bumside. 

AN IMPEDIMENT. 

At the first meeting of designated officers of the proposed 
regiment, but one impediment to the successful formation of 
the same seemed to be presented. The Governor of the State 
had offered the command of the regiment, when formed, to a 
citizen of New York city, who, for twenty years, had been 
engaged in the pursuits of civil life, but was a graduate of 
West Point, and therefore sought for as a leader of armies. 
While nothing could be said against the high personal charac- 
ter of the gentleman named, we felt that his appointment as 
commander of our regiment, was a fearfhl blow aimed at our 
local pride. At the above-named meeting, a committee, con- 
sisting of (then) Capt. Pickett and the afterwards captain of 
this company, was appointed to oppose the proposed action of 
the governor, and, if possible, to dissuade him from his pur- 
pose. Visiting New York, the committee had a very pleasant 
interview with the gentleman who was proposed for colonel of 
the regiment, and also called upon Gov. Andrew, who chanced 
to be in New York, and fully represented to him the views and 
feelings of those interested in the formation of the regiment. 

IMPEDIMENT REMOVED. 

The result was, that gentlemen in whose good judgment we 
could confide, citizens with us of Worcester county, were 
promised the appointments as colonel and lieutenant-colonel ; 
and under this satisfactory conclusion of the matter, on the 
eleventh day of September, the designated officers commenced 
recruiting. 

OUR FIRST CAMP. 

On the twenty-sixth of September, of which this day is the 
ninth anniversary, this company, afterwards designated Company 



K, having more than its fiill quota of enlisted men, marched to 
Camp Lincoln upon the Agricultural Fair Grounds, where in 
earnest we commenced the drill of the soldier. 

START FOB THE FIELD. 

On the thirty-first day of October, bidding adieu to friends, 
surrounded by thousands of the men and women of Worcester 
county, we departed upon our duties, carrying with us the 
prayers and benedictions of a loyal people. 

Time not permitting as fUll and extensive an historical 
sketch of the company as I at first intended to prepare, I shall 
omit details, and give you simply the names of all camps 
occupied by the company, together with dates of occupying 
the same ; and finally, the list of all battles, skirmishes and 
engagements, of whatever nature, participated in by the com- 
pany. 

CAMPS. 

Our list of camps is large, and indicates not a little toork. 
It is about as much labor for the soldier to pack his knap- 
sack, strike his tent, and put himself in order for a move, as 
for the housewife to "break up" housekeeping. Soldiers be- 
come attached to their old camps and everything within the camp 
lines ; the trees are friendly objects to them, and in many instan- 
ces the order to " strike tents" causes a feeling of sadness, a 
home-sickness, to fall upon the hearts of the troops. Even now, 
as I call the names of our camps — our old homes in time of war 
— familiar objects connected with each will come up in your 
thoughts, and the many good times had around the camp-fires, 
many a joke there uttered, many a song there sung, will be pre- 
sented to your recollection, while visions of the dear comrades 
who were with you then, sharing with you the joys and hard- 
ships of camp life, now among the sainted throng of heaven, 
will come up before you, and thus for a brief moment, we will 
live our camp life o'er again. , 

I name our camps in their order, as follows : — 
Camp ** Lincoln," Worcester, September 26, 1861. 




Camp ** Hicks," near Annapolis, Maryland, November 4, 
1861. 

January 6th, 1862, we " struck " our tents at Camp " Hicks," 
and embarked on board the steamer " New York," which was 
our home until Feb. 7th, 1862, one day more than a month. 
Aside from the kindness of Capt. Clark, master of the steamer, 
and Mr. Mulligan, the mate, we have no very fond recollections 
of this " home on the roaring deep." We have no special fas- 
cination for that kind of ship-life, and I think, when you recall 
remembrances of the fearftil storm at the " Inlet," the short 
rations, the warm condensed water we were forced to drink, the 
dangers of shipwreck, the collisions with other vessels daily 
occurring, which we happily termed " Qat-head drills " — I say, 
when you call up recollections of all these things, you will 
heartily sustain the assertion that if soldiers evfer put up an 
earnest prayer, it was when they cried, " From Cape Hatteras, 
Good Lord deliver us ! " 

At Roanoke Island, on the evening of February 8th, we 
commenced life at Camp '* Foster," in barracks erected and 
previously occupied by the rebel army under Henry A. Wise. 
We took the barracks, with all their filth and vermin just as 
we found them ; and as we took forcible possession, holding as 
tenants at will, we had no occasion to exercise a critical spirit. 
The fact that the enemy's commissary department was abun- 
dantly supplied with flour, bacon and lard, — articles found very 
convenient in helping out the army ration, — was a slight com- 
pensation for the inconvenience of filthy barracks, and the 
necessity of associating for some time quite too intimately with 
the prisoners captured in the engagement. 

We remained at Camp Foster until March 6th, when, with 
Company I, we found a temporary home on board the schooner 
" Skirmisher," of which Captain Eichmond was master. 

March 14th, we occupied New Berne, resting ourselves in a 
milliner's establishment on Craven street, among ribbons and 
head-dresses, moving next to the Peirce House, on Pollock 
street, among roses and garden vegetables in abundance. 

May 8th, we occupied Camp " Bullock," at the Red House. 
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May 29th, at the same place, the regiment having returned 
to New Berne, our Company, with Company G, remained, and 
the camp was named Camp " Upton." 

June 2d, we removed to the Jackson House, and established 
Camp " Sprague." 

July 8th, we moved from Jackson's to a point a couple of 
miles below, and established camp at " Harrison's." 

August 21st, one of the hottest days of the summer of 1862, 
we rejoined the regiment at Camp " Oliver," near New Berne. 
Here we remained until October 20th, when we returned to 
outpost duty on the Trent road, establishing Camp "Hark- 
ness," near the Harrison House, Companies F and G being 
with us. 

February 19, 1863, we occupied camp opposite the Joe 
Rheim place, our camp being named Camp " Pickett " Here 
we remained until March 14th, when, somewhat against our 
will, we evacuated under peremptory orders, and fell back to 
the protection of the regiment and the guns of Fort Totten, at 
Camp "Oliver." 

March 30th, we were established at Plymouth, in Camp 
" Flusser." This camp was named in honor of that brave 
naval commander, Charles Flusser, whose untimely death 
soon after, while gallantly fighting the rebel ram Albemarle, 
removed from our service one of the truest patriots, one of the 
bravest spirits that ever walked a quarter-deck. A son of 
Kentucky, bom and raised under the influences of that system 
of human slavery whicfe inaugurated and perpetuated the 
rebellion, he, among the faithless, was faithful found, and 
sealed with his noble blood a cause which he loved even better 
than he loved his life. 

May 5th, 1863, having returned to New Berne, we were re- 
established at camp " Oliver," and here remained until July 
4th, when we established camp at Eodman's point on the 
Pamlico river a few miles below " little " Washington. 

On the twenty-third day of July, the company moved to 
Washington, N. C, where it remained in the commodious brick 
building of the old Cape Fear Bank, until October 24th, when 
it left for Virginia. 



October 26th, arriving at Newport News, Va., the regi- 
ment established camp " Upton." The company remained in 
camp here until February 14, 1864, when those who had re- 
enlisted for another term of service, left Virginia for a fur- 
lough " at home." 

March 24th, the company returned from furlough, estab- 
lished camp near Getty's Station, on the outer defences of 
Portsmouth, Va. This camp was designated " Wellington," 
thereby honoring a citizen of Worcester who had proved a 
true friend of the 25th regiment, and established a character 
for loyalty to the government which none could question or 
deny. Here to-day, we are glad to welcome his son, our com- 
rade president of " H " Association, " chip " of a most excel- 
lent " block." 

April 26th, the 25th regiment was assigned to Heckman's 
brigade, and on the next day broke camp "Wellington" and 
went to Yorktown. 

The quiet camp-life of Company K and the 25th regiment 
here ended. From this time, while the company retained 
its organization, there was a constant series of marchings 
and counter-marchings, skirmishes and battles, and many a 
brave comrade of Company K enjoyed his last camp upon 
earth near the placid waters of the Nansemond; many a 
brave comrade knew no other soldier's home upon earth after 
the tents were struck at camp " Wellington." 

At 3 o'clock, on the morning of April 27th, camp life ended, 
and from that time until the muster-out of the organization, 
head-quarters were in the field. 

ENGAGEMENTS. 

In naming the engagements in which the company partici- 
pated, from the time of entering service until its muster-out as 
an organization, covering a period of three years, the fact will 
be comprehended by my veteran comrades without any ex- 
planation, that these engagements are of varied significance, 
only a portion of them reaching the character of a general 
battle, in which all the forces were engaged in deadly conflict. 
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I sometimes happens that a regiment, perhaps a brigade, 
division, or even an army corps, is entitled to be considered as 
having participated in a battle in which not a gun was fired 
from its ranks. It might have been held in reserve, or used 
for guarding one of the flanks, and though under fii^e, had no 
opportunity to return the compliment to the enemy. Under 
these circumstances, though having no chance to gain distinc- 
tion as active participants, the troops would be entitled by all 
the rules and customs of warfare, to inscribe the name of the 
battle upon the colors. 

Our first engagement was at Roanoke Island^ N. C, Feb. 8, 
1862, preceded by a naval engagement of much spirit, in 
which all the fieet participated on the day previous. 

The battle at Roanoke was followed by that at New Berne 
March 14th, 1862. 

These two battles were sharp and decisive in their character, 
conducted under the generalship of Gen. Bumside, ably sec- 
onded by Gen. John G. Foster. Roanoke gave us the key to 
Norfolk, opened to us the waters of Albemarle Sound, and 
the Chowan and Roanoke Rivers, with the great extent of 
country washed by those waters. A single glance at the map 
will satisfy an observer of the importance of the movement. 
In my judgment, had the government properly taken advan- 
tage of the points gained, we could have fully controlled, vrith 
the aid of counter-movements by the central army, the south- 
ern communications with Richmond, and accomplished in 1862 
what was left to be done (and upon the same base of opera- 
tions) in 1864-5. 

New Berne gavet us possession of Pamlico Sound and River, 
also the Neuse and Trent rivers, and the country between the 
Trent and the harbor of Beaufort, N. C. The fall of Fort 
IMacon, soon after, gave us complete possession of the harbor 
of Beaufort and all its adjacent waters. General Bumside, 
could he have been reinforced by troops at this time, might 
have gained most important results in a forward movement, 
such ^s was contemplated in his instructions from the general 
commanding the army. 
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May 15th, we were in an engagement near Trenton, N. C. 
A severe march in the mud and rain, — - not an uncommon affair 
in the experience of a soldier, — a little cavalry firing in the 
advance, a sudden counter-march, and it was announced that 
the " object of the expedition was accomplished." We were 
left in supreme ignorance as to what that object was. 

November 11th, we were engaged in a sharp skirmish with a 
large body of the enemy under General Ramsay, above and 
near Rocky Run. In this affair, the progress of the enemy to- 
wards New Berne was checked, and a detachment of our com- 
pany, with detail from Company G, all under Lieutenant James 
M. Drennan, displayed an amount of pluck and braVery rarely 
equalled upon larger fields. Lieutenant Drennan, always brave 
and cool in action, most admirably conducted the defence 
until the balance of the troops could reinforce him. 

December 14th, was fought the battle of Kinstoriy N. C. 

December 16th, battle of WhitehdlL 

December 17th, battle of Qoldshorough. 

The principal object of the movement on Goldsborough was 
to cripple the enemy by burning the bridge of the Weldon and 
Wilmington railroad over the Neuse river. The enemy made 
a decided stand to save the bridge, but its destruction was 
finally accomplished by the daring of Lieutenant Graham, of 
the 9th New Jersey Volunteers, who afterwards was pro- 
moted to be major in a North Carolina cavalry regiment, and 
who, from time to time during the war, distinguished himself 
by many daring acts. 

March 7th, 1863, we were in action on the Kinston road^ 
where, in the night, we attacked four companies of the 45th 
regiment of North Carolina troops in an intrenched camp. 
The enemy's camp was captured and finally burned, the prop- 
erty destroyed consisting of a large lot of camp and garrison 
equipage and several boxes of new clothing, which property 
had just been furnished for use of the rebel detachment. 

Note. — As one incident of the night, many of you will recall the expressive lan- 
guage of the major commanding the enemies' troops as we rashed over their entrench- 
ments, and he protected himself behind a tree : " Kan boys I run t the d— d yankees are 
After us I" And the ^* boys '' were not slow in obeying the order I 
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Only six days after our night attack upon the enemy near 
Kinston, we were in turn attacked at Deep Gully , on the after 
noon of March 13, 1863, the action being continued by us on the 
14th. It may not be improper to remark, that this affair at Deep 
Gully was a brave and heroic defence of an important outpost, 
and that our safety depended very much upon the labor per- 
formed previously, in throwing up entrenchments and making 
abatis, so that the progress of artillery and cavalry was 
thoroughly impeded. Our force at Deep Gully consisted of 
companies A, C, G and K of our regiment, and a company of 
3d N. Y. cavalry, all under command of the captain of com- 
pany K. This force held in check for nearly five hours, the 
entire division of Gen. D. H. Hill, composed of artillery, cav- 
alry and infantry. They opened fire upon us with three 
pieces of artillery, from the cleared land between the " gully " 
and the Scott house beyond. I shall never forget the brave, 
patient endurance of my comrades of company K, as they lay 
behind the breastwork at the " gully," or the agility of all the 
troops, and their perfect coolness in retreating from our 
advanced position. In our retreat only one man was captured, 
a member of company G, who unfortunately stumbled over a 
stump and fell into the arms of a grayback. None of us will 
forget the important part played by our innocent quaker-gun. 
That wooden gun, mounted on an old pair of cart-wheels, 
thrust into an improvised embrasure at the front, appeared to 
the enemy approaching our position for the purpose of recon- 
noissance, like a terribly effective engine of death ; thereby 
abating their ardor to attack us immediately, and giving us 
time to make dispositions, which time was very acceptable. 

On the morning of the 14th, after a night of severe cold, 
Company K, under Lieut. Forbes, moved forward into the woods 
to feel the enemy. A lively skirmish followed, but, consequent 
upon an attack by a second division of the enemy upon New 
Berne from the easterly side of the Neuse river, our forces 
were withdrawn, and no general engagement took place. The 
four companies of the 25th regiment participating in the de- 
fence of Deep Gully, received afterwards, in a general order 
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read at the head of the regiment, the thanks of the colonel 
commanding. 

March 24, 1863, at Rockahock creek on the Chowan river, 
we had a skirmish with the enemy, being a portion of the force 
that had previously attacked our garrison at Winfleld; three 
companies of our own regiment, and company Gy 27th Mass. 
Vols., under Capt. Sanford, was the force engaged upon this 
occasion. We were also provided with a boat howitzer. Pur- 
suing the enemy to the bank of the creek, they preceded us in 
crossing, destroying the boats. We finally found a flatboat 
moored in the bushes, and with that, crossed the creek in 
detachments. When a part of Capt. Sanford's command had 
crossed, he was attacked and driven to the water's edge, but 
our entire force crossing, the enemy scattered and fled. We 
then marched to Edenton, which beautiful town we entered 
just at night and accepted quarters from the civil authorities. 

May 22d, at Gfum Swarnp^ our company had the advance ; 
drove in the enemy's pickets, and for nearly three hours, 
supported by Co. E on our left, skirmished with the 
enemy in front of their intrenched works. After a most 
successful engagement and a partial destruction of the enemy's 
works, late in the afternoon, while resting from our labors, we 
were in turn attacked by a large force of the enemy, which had 
suddenly come down from Kinston by rail. Our retreat, dur- 
ing the evening of that day, when Co. K formed with Co. I of 
our regiment, the rear guard — the tedious march, single file, 
through the mud, slough-holes and tangled thickets of Dover 
Swamp on the morning of the 23d, will never be forgotten by 
the participants in that expedition. This was the last engage- 
ment in which our company participated previous to its re- 
moval to 

VIRGINIA. 

On the fifth day of May, 1864, moving grandly up the James 
river, the bold bluff of City Point was reached at five o'clock 
in the afternoon. This is a most interesting period in the 
history of Co. K and the old 25th regiment. It is the initial 
movement in Virginia, fraught with results of the utmost Im- 
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portance to the country, producing eventsjwhich will gild with 
a halo of glory not only our regimental and company organi- 
zfltions, but every individual who honorably participated. 

I liave taken the liberty to quote jfrom the very interesting 
diary of comrade Edwin T. Witherby, an account of the first 
operations in Virginia. I am also indebted to the same au- 
thori]ty.fi9r other interesting incidents connected with the cam- 
paign in Virginia. The quotation I here make, follows an 
account of let^ving camp near Getty's Station, the embaikation 
upon transports, the trip to Yorktown, the march, the bivouac, 
the re-embarkation, and the trip up the James Biver, all of 
which is fbll of incidents and historical reminiscences. 

"We do not stop at City Point. The steamer ' Greyhound,* 
the flagship of Gen. Butler, passes us, and an officer standing 
by the side of the commanding general beckons us to follow, and 
we do so, across the mouth of the Appomatox to the next land- 
ing, about one mile above, called Bermuda Hundred. Here we 
see three or four houses; .Our boat runs inside, and G^n. 
Heckman first jumps ashore. {Seizing a rope, he calls on the 
astonished darkiea whohave come down to see the first freight 
of live Yankees, to 'make fast the bow line ! ' which order is 
promptly obeyed. The gang-planks are thrown out, and the 
debarkation commences. First of all, skirmishers are thrown 
out. The line is formed, and advanced over the open ground 
in front. Company after company file out, until the entire 
brigade is landed. We move by the ri^ht flank into a large 
field ; the grain, just up, is trampled under our feet ; in the 
middle of the field we halt and stack arms. A few moments of 
waiting, and ^ fall-in,' sounds through the field ; we move 
forward over a fence to a knoU ; here we halt and stack again. 
We go for water, and find it only at the river, almost a mile 
to the rear. On returning, we find the regiment has again 
moved forward and we follow on. At dark, we are ordered to 
extinguish fires ; but we must have coffee, and so many of the 
fires bum on. Later, we seek repose on the ground — resting 
for our work of to-morrow — ' what, God only knows. 

;" May 6th, at six o'clock in the morning, we formed line and 
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examined the condition of our arms. In a few moments Gen. 
Heekman and staff galloped down the line, and the 27th 
Massachusetts Infantry on the right, filed into the road. The 
25th followed, and soon the brigade was on the march. We 
pass plantations — through groves of oak — over creeks and 
liirough swamp land. Here, a church at the forks of the 
road attracts our attention, — a simple affair, like most of 
the country churches in the Southern country. One mile be- 
yond, we are halted ; more caution is used in our advance ; 
the enemy must be near ; aides are galloping up and down the 
road ; . everything indicates preparation for an action. General 
Butler, with his staff, has taken position on our left, and on 
the brow of a hill appears to be awaiting a movement. We 
move forward, again, and this time without much interruption. 
We emerge from the timber into cleared land. * On a rise in 
our front appears a signal officer with his waving flags. For a 
few minutes the signals are continued, and then our corps 
commander, 'Baldy* Smith and staff, ride rapidly to the 
front, followed by General Butler. We continue our march, 
passing the first rise of land, and on reaching the base of a 
second elevation, are rapidly formed in line of battle, and the 
movements of getting into position succeed each other rapidly. 
We support the 27th Massachusetts, and' the advance again 
conunences. Behind us are regiments fi>nning in our support, 
and everything indicates the struggle to be near. The sun 
pours down unmercifiilly, and the dust from the recently 
ploughed fields is almost stifling. Not a shot has been fired. 
At a house on a hill we are halted, and remain in line some 
time. We see regiments and batteries pass on ; in the dis- 
tance, on our left, we see the rebel battery at Clifton, and the 
church spires at Petersburg peacefully pointing to heaven. 
At 4 P. M. we ' fall-in,' then, leaving everything but our can- 
teens, we move forward. Our movement seems to be a recon- 
noissance, comprising the * Star' brigade and one section of 
Battery L, Howard's 4th U. S. Artillery.. 

" Passing some timber land, down a steep hill, beyond an old 
mill to another hill, we hear the first shots of impending action, 
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indicating that Our advance has joined issue with the pickets 
of the enemy. There is little time for thought. How slowly 
the time passes as we wait for battle ! Moments seem hours, 
and hours seem unending. 

" We are at the farm-house where the narrow road enters the 
county road at right angles. We file to the left and then ad- 
vance into the open field. The 27th Massachusetts has pre- 
ceded us. The 23d Massachusetts filed to the left before 
reaching the farm-house, that the movement might not be dis- 
covered by the enemy. They are to protect our flank. The 
battery has got into position, and the 9th New Jersey is moved 
to the right, the general (Heckman) seeming to be a little 
suspicious of that point. We are to be fought in Echelon. 

" Far away across the field, at a distance of some five hun- 
dred yards, a rail fence marks its boundary. The railroad runs 
parallel with it. Behind this we see a cloud of dust, and 
through this dust, the dim forms of men, as, running, they take 
position behind the fence. Any farther advance is to be con- 
tested by our foe. The dust at length subsides, and all being 
ready, our line of skirmishers advance towards the enemy. The 
27th Mass. supports the skirmish line. We move in the same 
direction. Reaching a hollow, we halt, and the artillery opens 
fire. The practice is excellent, the shells bursting directly 
over the enemy's line, or, striking the fence, throw the rails in 
every direction. The artillery, however, fail to dislodge the 
enemy, and an advance of infantry is ordered ; at the same mo- 
ment a line of rebel skirmishers is seen approaching. The two 
skirmish lines draw nearer and nearer, watching each the other 
closely, and finally, halting and crouching when only the dis- 
tance of a stone's throw separates them ; and thus on their 
knees are ready for an instant spring, like a tiger waiting for 
its prey. Fifteen long minutes they thus crouch and 
watch, tightly grasping their arms, and as immovable as 
statues, until at last, the rebel line turning, creeps slowly 
and noiselessly back to the main line. An interval, short in 
duration, and our men spring to their feet, fire, and as quickly 
throw themselves on the ground to avoid the reply. Not a 
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moment too soon, for this movement drew the concentrated fire 
of the whole rebel line, but so hastily delivered that the bul- 
lets passed harmlessly over our heads, and no one was injured. 
At a quarter past six P. M., amid a scattering fire, the sku'mish 
line was withdrawn, and the 27th Mass. advancing, commenced 
firing by wing. The 25th Mass. is now formed by close divis- 
ion column, to the rear and left of the 27th, and held as a re- 
serve. The 27th, in a few moments, moves down to the foot 
of the hill, and the rebel fire increases. 

^ It is sunset, and the sinking sun in the west almost blinds 
us. Quietly, peacefully it goes down, its last rays glittering 
on our guns, and flashing over a field of death. The rail fence 
becomes a sheet of fire, heating the atmosphere like a furnace ; 
jets of fiame and puffs of smoke issue forth ; the engagement 
has commenced in earnest. We are exposed to an excessively 
annoying fire without the privilege of returning it. The 27th 
is warmly engaged, and the noise is deafening. Our men are 
dropping continually; some dead, — others, more fortunate, 
wounded. ' Not a man fire ! ' comes the order, and so we look 
on, terribly impatient. Standing inactive within the range of 
fire on the field of battle, puts to test the courage of a soldier. 

" Far away, in an oblique direction to the right, we see soli- 
tary puffs of smoke from the trees, and the whizzing bullets 
from the sharpshooters sheltered there, come uncomfortably 
near. One shot cuts the gun-strap of my left hand man, and 
bums my own knuckles. At length, a movement relieves our 
suspense, ' on third division deploy column ! ' and when formed 
in battalion line, the left wing is detached, and advancing, 
opens fire. The 9th New Jersey is now moving forward, and 
meets the general, who receives the cheers of the men. In an 
instant the rebel fire is concentrated upon them. They press 
on, and, at the foot of the hill in our front, take position, open- 
ing fire for the first time. The sun is now down, and night 
draws on its mantle of darkness. Heckman sends to the rear 
for reinforcements ; but Gen. Butler sends back word ' not to 
bring on a general engagement.' We can hear the cars and 
the whistle of the locomotive bringing fresh troops to the 
2 
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enemy, and it is a warning that we had better get away j&om 
that locality. 

" General Heckman and staff are on the right of onr regiment, 
a mark for sharpshooters. Heckman's horse rears and fidnks 
to the earth, dead. The general, with no change of counte- 
nance, disengages himself from the fallen animal, and tnming to 
his aide-de-camp, who dismounts, vaults into the saddle, reins 
in the steed to the same position occupied by the fallen horse, 
and, as immovable as a statue of marble, watches the issue. 
From the front line appears an aide. He rides fast, for a hun- 
dred rifles are pointed towards him — faster, faster, until, al- 
most flying, he reaches the general. A few words are hurriedly 
spoken, and immediately the orders are issued to withdraw. 
At seven o'clock, we fall back, while the rebels follow* At 
eight o'clock, the enemy have retired from our^front, and at ten 
o'clock, tired and exhausted, we bivouac. The loss of our regi- 
ment is three killed and fourteen wounded. And thus closes 
our first day of blood — the initial battle of our campaign in 
Virginia." 

On May 7th, the forces return, and passing the same field, 
fight the engagement at Chesterfield Junction. In crossing the 
field of Port Walthal, the dead bodies of our comrades were 
discovered unburied. Is it strange that an enemy that refrised 
Christian burial to a fallen foe left dead on the field, should 
strip those dead of their clothing, and rob them of all the little 
valuables of which they died possessed? Thus, stripped of 
clothing, broiling in a noon-day sun, om* dead were found after 
having been in the possession of the enemy twenty-four hours. 
In this display of inhumanity there was little to soften the 
heart towards those who appeared as our foes. During this 
engagement at Chesterfield Junction, our troops gained the 
railroad, which, with the telegraph, was partially destroyed. 
The enemy stubbornly disputed our advance. The day was ex- 
tremely hot. I suppose it is now well understood, if it was 
not at the time, that the entire object aimed at upon this and 
the preceding day, was not satisfactorily accomplished. 

May 9th, 1864, occurred the engagement at Arrowfidd 
Churchy or Swift Creek. 
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The movement upon this day was a third attempt to obtain 
possession of the Richmond and Petersburg Railroad, which our 
troops crossed between Port Walthal and the Junction, to the 
turnpike, driving the enemy over Bakerhouse Creek and to 
Swift Creek, upon the north side of which line of battle was 
formed. Our troops took position along a road parallel with 
the creek and near Arrowfield Church. 

The engagement here was sharply contested, the enemy 
making a desperate charge upon our lines which was repulsed 
with fearful loss to them. The loss was not all on their side, 
for our regiment lost heavily, and a large number of our com- 
pany fell wounded, while Corporal CoUester, one of our most 
genial comrades, was lefb dead on the field. After that day, 
many loved comrades were missed — none more keenly than 
the honest, ma^^ly, zealous Lieutenant Upton, the first officer of 
the regiment — "dead in battle." The loss to the regiment 
was twelve killed and forty-seven wounded. 

CHABGE OF THE 25tH SOUTH CABOLINA. 

It was a singular coincidence, that in this battle our regi- 
ment was brought face to face and grappled in death-struggle 
with the 25th regiment of South Carolina troops. 

Neither party had advantage of position, and when the 
struggle came, it was a fair test of brave endurance. The sons 
of old Massachusetts manfhlly met the onset, and the mis- 
guided sons of South Carolina were heaped up dead and 
wounded. The 25th Mass., under its gallant leader. Col. 
Pickett, may point with pride to its contest with the South Car- 
olina regiment ; the representative defenders of freedom and 
slavery met face to face, and the defenders of slavery bit the 
dust 1 The much abused " mud-sills " of Massachusetts grap- 
pled with the inflated aristocracy of South Carolina, and aris- 
tocracy, though it had the blood of the "first families" in its 
veins, came most suddeiily and decidedly to grief. That was 
a most brilliant defence. With demoniac yells the rebel line 
advanced. On our side there was no wavering ; men clinched 
their arms with determined firmness; shoulder to shoulder, 
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like a great stone wall, they stood undismayed. " Steady men, 
steady ! " cried the gallant Pickett, as he sternly surveyed the 
field with a steady eye. " Hold your fire, men " — " don't fire 
a gun until you get the word 1 " Such were the orders echoing 
down the line, and bravely were they executed? On came the 
rebel line — nearer and still nearer — and the Massachusetts 
men stood firm ! . . . " Keady the 25th ! Fire ! " and a sheet 
of fiame Ml of death flashed out along the line — the blue smoke 
like a curtain veiled the scene, and when it lifted, a few stag- 
gering men were all that was left of the South Carolina 25th. 
They had met the 25th Mass., and had melted away as the 
snow melts under the rays of a burning sun. It was a glorious 
victory ; but oh, at what a fearftil cost I 

May 12th, the army of the James commenced the movement 
against Fort Darling. 

May 15th, the -enemy attacked our brigade (Heckman's), 
near Palmefs Cr^k^ a tributary of the James. The fight 
lasted until 4 P. M., the enemy making no progress against 
our position. Of our company, two were wounded in this en- 
gagement. 

May 16th, was fought the disastrous battle of Drewry's Bluff. 
I need not recapitulate the incidents of the attack of the 
enemy upon our lines in the dense fog of that early morning. 
Our army was sinprised. It is true, that an army in the im- 
mediate front of an enemy has no excuse for being surprised, 
even with an existing heavy fog ; under such circumstances, 
with pickets properly disposed in front, and the flanks guarded 
as they should be, a surprise is among the impossibilities. But 
our army in the thick fog before Fort Darling was surprised, 
and it was a most fearftil blow, especially so for our company, 
which occupied a very exposed position, and which suddenly 
foimd itself almost surrounded by the enemy. Company K, 
under the immediate conunand of the brave and fearless Lieut. 
Daley, was in position to the right and rear of the 25th regi- 
ment, towards the 27th Mass. regiment. As the enemy sur- 
rounded the little band of faithful men comprising Company 
E, they called upon them to throw down thek ann» and go to 
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the rear. The position our company occupied protected the 
flank of our regiment, and to hold it, even for a few minutes, 
was of vital importance to the life and liberty of the regiment. 
The demand to surrender was treated with the contempt it de- 
served. The men of Company K had never learned to sur- 
render, and they fired away, blowing the rebels from the muzzles 
of their guns. At length, overcome by numbers, those who 
had not made their escape through the rebel lines, were forced, 
with their comrades of the 27th Mass., to yield themselves 
prisoners to the enemy. In this engagement. Company K lost 
6 killed, 3 wounded, and 18 taken prisoners, many of the 
latter experiencing the horrors of that place of horrors, the 
Andersonville Prison-pen, But few of this devoted band of 
comrades returned to tell the story of suffering they endured. 
Among those who lingered and died in rebel prisons, wie call 
to mind Sergeant Chapman, a brave soldier and a good man. 
We also remember that sturdy old warrior, William Latham, 
who seemed able to endure any amount of hardship and priva- 
tion, whose constitution had been hardened by the English 
service in the Indies and the Crimea, but who at last fell a victim 
to the inhuman starvation of a rebel prison. Other dear names 
come up in our minds, — little Clayton Witt, Jehu Perry, Eli E. 
Clark, Rowland Pond, Benj. Miller, and others, comrades who 
went to prison, or to Heaven, from that field at Drewry's Bluff. 
Peace to their memories 1 While we cherish fond remembrance of 
them all, we can only pray that in the warld of spirits they 
may enjoy the reward of a happy eternity ! 

FORWARD MOVEMENT OF THE ARMT. 

On the 6th of May, Gen. Grant commenced the general 
movement of the army of the Potomac, by crossing the Rapid 
Ann. Our own army of the James formed an important ad- 
junct of the grand army moving on the north side of the 
James. On the 20th day of May, four days after the disaster 
at Drewry's Bluff, Company K had only twelve men for duty, 
and most of these, from physical disability, were out of the 
engagement on the 16th. 
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On the night of May 21st, the enemy made a determined 
attack upon our lines at Bermuda Hundred. It became almost 
a general engagement, and was distinguished for the frequent 
and impetuous charges made by the enemy upon our works. 

MOVEMENT TO COLD HABBOB. 

May 28th, the Eighteenth Corps of the army of the James 
commenced the movement to form a jimcture with the Army 
of the Potomac, via the Pamunkey river, making the debarka- 
tion at White House Landing. June 1st, from near New 
Castle Ferry, on the Pamunkey river, a courier having brought 
orders direct from Gen. Grant, the Eighteenth Corps com- 
menced a forced march of twenty-one miles to Cold Harbor, 
where the Sixth Corps and cavalry under Gen. Sheridan, were 
hotly engaged with the enemy. The day was fearftiUy hot ; 
the dust, rising in clouds, loaded itself upon the troops, pene- 
trating the mouths and nostrils of every soldier, imtil breath- 
ing became a diflScult task. Added to this, we were compelled 
to inhale the effluvia of hundreds of dead mules and horses, the 
debris of Gen. Kilpatrick's cavalry raid of a week previous. 
Soon after four o'clock, on the afternoon of June 1, our troops, 
covered with dust and exhausted by the fatigues of the forced 
march, went into action on the left of the sixth corps, which 
was then almost flanked by the enemy. This was the first 
battle of Cold Harbor. As a compensation for the terrible 
suffering of that day, we have the pleasant assurance that the 
Eighteenth Corps grasped a victory from what had all the 
appearance of being a defeat. Our corps gained at least a 
mile of ground, and, late at night, rested on its arms. 

On the 2d of June, our corps remained comparatively quiet. 
But preparation was making for a grand effort to break the 
enemy's lines, which culminated in a battle June 3d, known as 
the second battle of Cold Harbor. 

* In this engagement, whiih was the most severe in which our 
regiment had been engaged, the loss was very large, and our 
company, with others, experienced a heavy loss in killed and 
wounded. The loss of our corps alone, on that day, was 
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three thousand men. The 25th regiment lost 175, out of 225 
men for duty, and of 19 officers who went into the action, 15 
were killed, wounded, or captured. 

It is poor consolation, indeed, when we consider the fearful 
loss of the 8d of June, to be told that we gained no advantage 
over the enemy. Such, however, was the fact. 

HEROISM OF CORPORAL LEWIS. 

One incident of heroism connected with this battle is worthy 
a page in the history of brave deeds. Corporal John E. Lewis, 
of Company K, was on the color guard. As the colors fell 
for the second time, he, stooping, raised them alofb. He had 
dropped behind, and, running up, dashed through thq lines 
already broken, exclaiming, as he ran ahead, " Come on, 
boys ! " He was followed by brave Captain O'Neil and Aaron 
Aldrich, the latter of Company B. It was not long ere 
Captain O'Neil fell, mortally wounded, and Johnny Lewis 
alone stood far away from his comrades. His daring lefb him 
without support. In such a storm of bullets no man could 
live. Men see him stagger. He takes the staff from the 
socket and plants it in the ground — for brave Johnny Lewis, 
as he stands there facing death, determines, if his mortal body 
falls, the National colors of the old Massachusetts 25th shall 
stand, proudly — defiantly erect ! 'Tis but for a moment. He 
reels to and fro as if tenacious of life ; he looks towards the 
enemy ; he turns his eyes heavenward, as if imploring God to 
receive his spirit, and falls to the earth, grasping the colors, 
and lies there — brave Johnny Lewis — enshrouded in the 
folds of the flag ! Upon that banner his manly form reposes 
sweet in death, while its stripes audits stars are stained with his 
gallant blood. At last Casey, of Company C, rushes forward, 
and seizing the colors from the grasp of his dead comrade of 
Company K, bears them safely firom the field. 

Not over a month previous to the battle this banner was 
received from the ladies of Worcester. It is safe and doubly 
sacred now. 

The killed or mortally wounded of Company K, were 
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Sergeant William J. Bond, Corporal John E. Lewis (both 
killed instantly), 1st Lieutenant William Daley, Privates 
Chauncey P. Demond, James W. Goodnow and James W. 
Handly, died of wounds soon after removal. Nearly a dozen 
others were more or less severely wounded, and Isaac Creed 
was taken from the field mth three wounds. 

DEATH OP LIEUTENANT DALEY. 

Lieutenant Daley fell mortally wounded only a couple of 
rods beyond our outer line of breast-works, but so near was 
the rebel line that it was impossible to reach him with assist- 
ance. The least movement on his part would insure his in- 
stant death. Under these circumstances, his comrades de- 
termined to save him if possible. At night, armed with 
spades, they went to work and dug a tunnel under ground 
until they reached the spot where he lay. Gently lowering 
him into the hole, they dragged him inside our lines. He was 
afterwards carried twenty miles on a stretcher by volunteers 
from the regiment, to White House Landing, but survived only 
a few days after removal. 

PETERSBURG. 

On the fifteenth day of June, having successfully made the 
flank movement to the James River, our corps confronted the 
enemy before their works at Petersburg. Our success in this 
engagement was not complete, and on the 18th of June oc- 
curred the second battle of Petersburg, when a general charge 
was made which carried the enemy's second line of works. 

The men for duty in Co. K, after this action, were Corporal 
Henry L. Brown, Privates George Burr, Henry H. Bellows, 
Edwin Y. Brown, Frederick W. Maynard, Albert W. Pratt, 
Chas. R. Stowe, Edwin C. Abbott, and Charles C. Williams, 
nine in all. 

June 30th, at five o'clock, P. M., the enemy made a furious 
attack upon our lines. Of the nine in Company K in this 
engagement, two. Privates Burr and Stowe, received mortal 
wounds. 



25 

The battle of (kmetery EiU^ better known as the battle of \ 
the Crater, was fought July SOth. Our corps acted as a reserve 
in support of the Ninth Corps, our former position in the 
trenches being occupied by the Second Corps. Thus acting in 
reserve, our loss was comparatively small. 

This was the last general engagement in which Company K 
participated during its term of service. Almost (Bvery day at 
Petersburg witnessed some kind of an engagement, but only 
those I have specially named can be counted as general in their 
nature. The total number of engagements in which the 
Company participated during the service was twenty-three. 
Proudly I point to the record of duty performed — proudly I 
point to the list of twenty-three engagements with the enemy 
— proudly and sadly I point to the list of Company K's 
honored dead, as the best possible evidence of the noble record 
its members may properly claim. Pointing to this record, I 
may well ask, — 

" Who faltered or shivered? 

Who shunned battle smoke? 
Whose Are was nncertahi? 

Whose battle-line broke ? 
Go ask it of history 

Years from to-day, 
And the record shall teU you — 

Not Company E." 

THE BECOBD HONORABLE. 

Comrades : our record of patriotic duty performed is made 
up and sealed. As it is written in history, it must be trans- 
mitted to posterity ; so it must go down to our children, and 
our children's children. 

Knowing you as I do, I cannot hesitate to say that the rec- 
ord of every member of Company K is one of imperishable 
glory. No comrade of Company K was ever court-martialled 
for infamous crime or for cowardice ; none ever refused to do 
his duty ; and the roll of Company K contains the name of not 
a single deserter. During all my connection with Company K, 
I never knew a shirk or a straggler from its ranks. 
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STRAGGLERS. 

A single fact I will relate. On the first day of June, acting 
as Provost Marshal of the Eighteenth Corps, it was my duty 
in command of a squadron of the 11th Penn. cavalry, to 
march in rear of the column. During that march, over two 
thousand stragglers passed under my observation, and only 
one of this two thousand belonged to the 25th Mass., and he 
was so completely exhausted and sick, that I sent him to the 
rear for treatment. Upon my reporting this fact to Gen. Smith 
he said that it spoke volumes for the endurance of the 25th 
regiment. 

In justice to other regiments forming Heckman's " star bri- 
gade," I will add that only four men straggled from the 27th 
regiment, and not a man of the 9th New Jersey Vols, was found 
straggling, while less than a dozen stragglers were found of 
the 23d Mass. 

CLOSE UP THE RANKS. 

Comrades : as year by year we see our numbers thinned out by 
death, let us close up the ranks of old Company K, always keep- 
ing our hearts warm and fresh for one another. Let us never 
forget the endearments and the duties of our comrade-ship ! 

CONCLUSION. 

Comrades : as in war you came forward without the incen- 
tive of liberal bounties, and for three years performed every 
duty required of you, bearing all that time the honorable char- 
acter of good soldiers, a character no man can ever take from 
you, let me close by reminding you that you still have a duty 
to perform. Illustrate by your action the truth of the remark, 
that good soldiers, laying aside the equipments of war, make 
the best citizens. 

Be zealous in supporting the government which your bravery 
has assisted to maintain ; and, as you have sworn it amid the 
thunders of the battle field, and baptized it with your own 
blood and the blood of your comrades, so swear it now upon 
the altars of peace, — one Country and one flag — one Union 
indivisible forever I 
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SECOND RE-UNION 



" K " Association, 26th Mass. Vol. Infantry, at Worcester, 

September 26, 1870. 

In response to a call Issued by the Executive Committee of K Asso- 
ciation, the comrades of the Company assembled at the Bay State 
Housci Worcester, on the morning of September 26, 1870, being the 
ninth anniversary of the occupation of the camp of the 25th Regiment 
(Camp Lincoln) on the 26th of September, 1861. From the Bay State 
House, comrades were conveyed in omnibuses to Lake Quinsigamond, 
where the little steamer " Phil. Sheridan " was in readiness to receive 
the party. After a pleasant excursion, and a couple of hours devoted 
to target shooting and fishing, the party proceeded to the Quinsiga- 
mond House. 

BUSINESS MEETINO. 

The Chair was taken by the President, Capt. Denny, and in the ab- 
sence of the Secretary, Comrade Witherby, William E. Murdock was 
chosen Secretary, pro tern. 

The following members answered to the roll-call, viz. : J. Waldo 
Denny, James M. Drennan, Charles F. Tew, Emerson Stone, Charles 
C. Murdock, Joseph Billings, Luke T. Drury, Theodore Barber, Diah 
Ball, Henry F. Bardwell, Walter S. Clark, Edward C. Cowles, Nathan 
B. Drury, Augustus G. Demond, Theodore N. Gates, Charles S. Hall, 
Reuben Humes, Alfted J. Kirby, Henry A. Loring, William E. Mur- 
dock, William G. Pond, Albert Stockdale, Charles F. Tenney, Solomon 
Richardson, Clarence W. Putnam. 

A committee, consisting of Capt. C. C. Murdock, H. F. Bardwell, 
Theodore Barber, A. G. Demond and T. N. Gates, was appointed by 
the chair upon motion, and reported a list of offlcera for the ensuing 
year, as follows: — 

President. — James M. Dbbnnak, of Worcester. 

Vice Presidents. — Chablbs F. Tbw, of Worcester; Waltbb S. Clabk, 

of Chester, Conn. 
Secretary and Treasurer. —William B. Mubdook, of Boston. 
Corresponding Secretary. — Charles C. Mubdogk, of Clinton. 
Executive Committee. ^"Emebaos Stoke, of Spencer; Chables F. 
Tew, of Worcester; Joseph Billinos, of Hatfield. 

The report was accepted and the comrades nominated were unani- 
mously elected officers of the Association for the ensuing year. 
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DINNER. 

The hoar having arrived for the annnal dinner of the Association, 
the company proceeded with invited gnests to the weli loaded tables 
provided with sumptuous elegance by Mr. Coburn, of the Quinsiga- 
mond House. 

An appropriate prayer was offered by Bev. Horace James, the first 
chaplain of the regiment, after which the ''rations " were satisfacto- 
rily discussed. After clearing the tables, the president of the Associa- 
tion, Capt. J. Waldo Denny, delivered the address which is herewith 
printed in fhll. 

After delivering the address, the President paid a brief tribute to 
our departed comrades, offering the first sentiment : — 

'* Our Comrades Dead : May we ever keep their memory green in our 
hearts/' 

The entire company rose in response, and, with bowed heads, 
silently did honor to the memory of their old comrades now on the 
other shore. 

The President then offered the following sentiments in order : — 

" ThB Colonel of the 25th at its rrmster-out—hTOve in the field, beloved at 
home — as a soldier and citizen, alike appreciated by Company K." 

Gen. Pickett, of Worcester, rising in response to this sentiment, 
was received by cheers, and feelingly addressed the company. 

'* 77^6 health of Gen, A, B, R. i^pra^e — admired alike for his gallantry 
and patriotism." 

Gen. Sprague, of Worcester, responded by an excellent speech. 

" Our first Chaplain — one of the first to leave aii important charge for the 
perils of the field — he stood at his post until the last gan was fired." 

Bev. Horace James, of Lowell, made an interesting speech in 
response. 

" Our old militia organisation ~ without it, Massachusetts could not have 
sent the first troops into the field, and the national capital would have fallen 
into the hands of rebels." 

Capt. Samuel Hathaway responded eloquently, and recited an orig- 
inal poem entitled the '' Granite Soldier." 

" Our first Orderly Sergeant** — was responded to by Major James 
M. Drennan. 

** Our comrades of the old 25th " — was [responded to by Lieut. £dw. 
W. Wellington, President of Company H Association, and Sergt. H. 
Arthur White, of Company H. 

Capt. Emerson Stone gave : '* Our absent comrades ; " and, in re- 
sponse, letters were read firom Capt. A. P. Forbes, Otis W. Damon, 
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Horatio B. Spooner, Wm. H. Henshaw, Myron W. Davis, and Sidney 
(/. Thompson. Capt. Denny referred to the incident given in his ad- 
dress, of the fact that companies C and K wore nnited in determina- 
tion to save the regimental flag at the battle of Cold Harbor, and 
ofiTered a sentiment complimentary to the original commander of Com- 
pany C, afterwards the major of the regiment, and read an excellent 
letter from Lieut.-Col. Cornelius J. Attwood, of Boston. 

Resolutions were adopted, thanking Capt. Denny for his interesting 
address, and requesting a copy for publication ; thanking Comrade 
Witherby for his services as Secretary ; thanking the executive com- 
mittee for the excellent arrangements for this second re-union ; thank- 
ing Mr. Coburn, proprietor of the Quinsigamond House, for the excel- 
lent dinner provided ; electing Gen. Josiah Pickett, Gen. A. B. R. 
Sprague, Col. Cornelius G. Attwood, Rev. Horace James, Lieut. E. W. 
Wellington, and Sergt. H. Arthur White, honorary members of E As- 
sociation ; instructing the executive committee to arrange for the third 
re-union of Company E, at the Quinsigamond House, Worcester, 
Sept. 26, 1871. 

After singing, with a fervency which none but soldiers can exhibit, 
the "Battle Cry of Freedom,'* the comrades Joined hands and closed 
the second re -union with the strains of Auld Lang Syne." 



ROLL OF COMPANY K, 

TWKNTY-nPTH BEGIMENT MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEERS. 

Comprising the names of all who have been at any time connected 
with the organization, and borne upon its records. 

Captain. — J. Waldo Dennt. 

Lieutenants. — Samuel Harrington, Arthur P. Forbes, James M. 
Drennan, Charles F. Tew, Edward B. Buss. 

enlisted men. 

Abbott Edwin C. 

Adams Augustus. — Prisoner May 16, 1864; died at Florence, S. C, Feb. 

14, 1865. 
Adams John Q. —Died at New Berne, N. C, Oct 4, 1864. 
Ball Diah. 

Barber Theodore. —Wounded at Deep Gully, March 14, 1863. 
Bardwell Henry P. 
Barnes Gardner P. — Mortally wounded and taken prisoner at DrewrVs 

Bluflf, May 16, 1864. 
Bellows Henry H. 
Billings Joseph. 
Blaisdell Guilford C. 
Bond Thomas C. —Wounded at Drewiys Bluff, May 16, 1864. Since' the 

war died at Galveston, Texas. 
BoMD William J. — Killed at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 
Bradley James. 
Brown Edwin Y. 
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Bbown Henby L. — "Wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864; Pe- 
tersburg, May 18, 1864; Gold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

BuBB Geoboe. — Mortally wounded at Petersburg, Va., June 30, 18G4. 

Gashan John. — Prisoner at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Ghapsian Bobbbt T. — Prisoner at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. Died 
Florence, S. C., Nov. 1, 1864. 

Clabk Alson W. —Wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864. Died 
at Hubbardston, Mass., 1867. 

Clabk Edwabd. — Died at Washington, K C, Sept 18, 1863. 

Clabk Edwabd B. — Wounded at PBtersburp, June 18, 1864. 

Clabk Eli E — Prisoner at DreVry's Bluf^ May 16. Died at Anderaon- 
ville, Sept 14, 1864. 

Clabk Samuel A. 

Clabk Waltbb S. 

Clemence Otis. 

Coffin Edmund. 

CoLLESTBB Wabbbn O. — Killed at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864. 

Collieb David B. 

Collins Cobnelius P.— "Wounded at Goldsborough, Dec. 17, 1862. Pris- 
oner at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

CoopEB Otis D. — Wounded at Port Walthal Junction. May 6, 1864. Pris- 
oner at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

CowLES Edwabd C. — Prisoner at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Cbeed Isaac. — Three wounds at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

CuBBiEB liEBOY S. — Mortally wounded at Cold Harbor, June 8, 1864. 

CuTTiNQ Otis S. —Wounded at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Damon Otis. 

Davis Augustus B. — "Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Davis Mybon W. — "Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Demond Augustus G. — Wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864. 

Demond Chauncey p. — Mortally wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Dennis John C. 

Devebkaux John H. — Mortally wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 
1864. 

Dbuby Luke T. — "Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Dbuby Nathan B. 

Eaton Joseph. —Wounded at Gum Swamp, N. C, May 22, 1863, Kiiled 
at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Eddy William L. — Wounded at Petersburg, "Va., June 18, 1864. 

Edwahds Albebt W. 

Edwabds Stanley W. — Prisoner, May 16, 1864. Died at Florence, S. C, 
Feb. 9, 1865. 

Edwabds William H. 

Gates Theodobe N. 

Gibbons William F. — Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Gibson Edmund J. — Prisoner May 16, 1864. 

GiFFOBD MoBTON D. — Died while returning home from service (supposed). 

GooDNOW James W. —Wounded and taken prisoner at Cold Harbor, June 
8, 1864. Died at Bichmond, Va., June 1864. 

Gbeen Lobenzo B. 

Gbeen Wm. N., Jr. — Lieut. -Colonel 175th N. Y. Vols. Died of wounds in 
Louisiana. 

Gbbenwood Chesteb. — Wounded at Petersburg, June 18, 1864. 

Gbimm Joseph M. —Killed at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Hall Chables S. 

Handly James W. — Killed at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Habbington Chables A. —Died at Annapolis, Md., Jan. 8, 1862. 

Henshaw Wm. H. 

Holt Elias O. 

Hobton James B. 

Humes Reuben. — Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864. 

Jelly Chables E. —Killed at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 

Johnson Chables N. — Wounded at Port Walthal, Va., May 6, 1864. 

Johnson Jebomb. —Prisoner May 10, 1864. Died at Florence, S. C, Feb. 
25, 1866. 
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KiRBY Alfred J* 

Latham William. — Prisoner May 16, 1864. Died at Andersonville, Oa. 

September 25, 1864. 
Lewis John E. — Killed at Cold Harbor, Jnne 3, 1864. 
Lewis Seth E.— Died at Waahington, N. C, Oct. 1, 186a 
LoBiKG Henry A. 
Marcy George P. 
Maynard Frederick "W. 
Maynard Sylvester C. 

Mayo John S. — Wounded (loss of arm), New Berne, N. C, March 14, 1862. 
Miller Benjamin. — Killed at Drewry's Blufif, May 16,1864. 
Mills Benjamin F. — Died at Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 11^868. 
MouLTON John B. — Prisoner May 16, 1864. Drewry*8 Bluflf. 
MuRDOCK Charles C. — Wounded at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 
MuRDOCK William E. 
Newton Sereno. 

Padelford John M W. — Died at Worcester, 1868. 
Parmenter Cyrus T. — Died at home during service. 
Parmenter Joshua B. 

Perry Jehu. — Prisoner May 16 — died at Charleston, S. C, Oct. 7, 1864. 
Poland Charles A. — Wounded before Petersburg, June dO, 1864. 
Pond George H. — Wounded twice at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864— 

taken prisoner and escs^ped. 
Pond Rowland. —Killed at Drewry's Bluff, May 16j 1864. 
Pond William G. 
Pratt Albert W. 

Pratt Edwin F. —Wounded at Eoanoke Island, Feb. 8, 1862. 
Preston Samuel H. — Wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864. Died 

from accidental cause, 1869. 
PusHEE Sidney A. 
Putnam Clarence W. 
Baymond Edward T. — Promoted captain and m%jor; on division staff of 

ninth corps. 
Beed Davis. 
Remington Thomas M. 
Richardson Solomon. 
Sanders Henry A. 

Shaffer Jacob. — Wounded at Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 
Shaw Andrew. — Prisoner June 3, — died at Andersonvule, Aug. 26, 1864. 
Sherman Edward M. 

Sibley Frank S. —Wounded at Boanoke Island, Feb. 8, 1862. 
Smith Benjamin F. 
Smith Charles M. 
Snow Daniel B. 
Spooner Horatio B. 

Stockdale Albert. — Wounded at Petersburg, June 18, 1864. 
Stone Emerson. —Wounded (loss of arm), and taken prisoner, at Drew- 
ry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 
Stowe Charles K. — Mortally wounded before Petersburg, June 30, 1864. 
Sylvester John S. 

Tenney Charles F. — Wounded at Arrowfield Church, May 9, 1864. 
Thompson Sidney 0. 
Thurston Samuel. — Wounded at Roanoke Island, Feb. 8, 1862. Killed at 

Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864. 
Ware Benjamin F. 
Webber George W. 
Williams Charles C 
Wetherby Adin p. 
WiNDLE Thomas. 
WiTHERBY Edwin T. 
Witt Clayton. — Prisoner May 16, 1864. Died at Florence, S. C, Kov. 26, 

1864. 
Total number borne on Rolls (128) one hundred and twenty-eight. Of the 
above number borne on the Rolls, eighty-one (81) are known to be now 
livmg. 
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Warren O. CoHestor, at Airowfleld Church, Vi, May 9, IBM. 
Samuel ThurBton, at Drewrv's Blu.ff, Va., May lli, 1861. 
Charles E. Jelly, at Drewrj'a Bluff, May Ifi, IMfii 
Joseph Eawn, at Dtewry'a Blutf, >r.ij Hi, 1864 
Joseph M. Grimm, at Drewry'it Btuff, Mav Ifi. 186t 
Benjamin Miller, at Drewrj'g Bhiff, Jlay 16, 18«. 
ttowlaod Pond, at Drewry'H Bluff, May IB, 18R1. 
William J. Bond, at i;old Hnrbur, Va., June 3, 186*. 
John B. Lewis, fttCuld Harbor, Vn., June 3, ISat 
James W. Handly, »l Cold Harbor, Va., June 3, 1861. 
Total, la 



___J, July 4, 1864. 

„iiail(w K. 8towe, wounded before PetersbnTg, Ya., June 30, 1861 Died 
in hospital, July 14, 1S64 

Chauncey F. Demond, wounded at Cold Harbor, Va., Jnue 3, 1861. Died 
at Woroester, Mass., July 10, 18M- 

John H. Devereauz, wonnded at Arrowfleld Chntob, Va., May S, 1861. 
Died at Philadelphia, Pa., July 22, 1864, Total, 6. 



James W. Qoodnow, at Eiohmond,Va,, June, 1864. 
Gardner F. BarueB, at Eichmond, Va., May 26,1864. 
William Latham, at Andersonville, Ga., Sept 26, 1861. 
Eli E. Clark, at AnderBonyille, Ga, Sept ll, 1864. 
Andrew Shaw, at Andeisonville, Oa., Aug. ilS, 1861. 
Jehu Perry, at CharleBton, S. C. , Oct 7, 1861 
Robert T. Chapman, at Florenoe, S. C. , Nov. 1, 1861. 
Clayton Witt, " " Nov. 26, 1864. 

Stanley W. Edwarda, " " Feb. 9, 1866. 

Augustus Adams, " " Feb. 10, 1865. 

Jerome JohnBou, " " Feb. 20, 1866. 

Total, 11. Tolal number prisoners, 10. lotai number wounded, 38. 



Charles A. Hacrineton, at Annapolis, Md., Jan. 8, 1862. 
Edward Clark, at Waahington, N! C. , Sept 18, 186a 
Seth E. Lewis, at WoahinKton, N. C, Oct 1, 1863. 
John Q. Adams, at New Berne, N. C., Oct 4. 1864. 

Morton D. Gifford, Oct 1864. Supposed to have died on his way homo 
Erom North Caioliua. Total, 5. 



Killed in action 

Died of wounds received In action , . . . 

Died in rebel prisons 

Died of disease in servioe 

Discharged by promotion 

Discharged ou surgeon's certificate of disability . 
Transferred to other organizations . 
Transferred to new organization of regiment . 
Mastered out at end of three years' service . 



